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News
briefs

PX torelocate
BAGRAM, Af-
ghanistan — The Post
Exchangewill relocate
next to the Special
Forces Compound to-
morrow at 11 am. to
accommodate more
soldiers. Theexchange
is closed today due to
themove. Theopening
will include a ribbon
cutting and cake. Origi-
nally the move was set
for Dec. 17, but logis-
tics and construction
problems caused the
dateto be pushed back.
The exchange will be
opened on Christmas
Day from 0900- 1700.
|
(Compiled from
CNN.com)

Iraq invites U.S.
toweaponshunt
BAGHDAD, Irag—
Irag's top government
scientist Sunday said his
country would welcome
“someonefromAmerican
intelligence” to show
U.N. weaponsinspectors
where President Bush
bdievesiragishidingits
wegponsprograms. Gen.
Amir Al-Szedi said U.S.
and British claims that

See BRIEFS, PageS-

Published in the interest of those serving in Operation Enduring Freedom «+ Bagram, Afghanistan

PM testsmice
for Hauntavirus

Story & photo by Spc.
Erica Leigh Foley
28th Public Affairs
Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghani-
stan — Although many
infectious diseases have
been recognized as
threats to humans, there
are still emerging vi-
ruses. Some of them are
called zooneses be-
cause animals carry
them.

With the human
population spreading
rapidly worldwide, there
is an increased chance
of encountering animals
which carry infectious
agents.

Previously an un-

known agent, the Cen-
ter for Disease Control
said Hauntavirus Pul-
monary  Syndrome
caused a 70 percent
mortality rate among
healthy young adultsin
a 1993 outbreak in the
Southwestern United
States. Studies on the
rodents known to carry
the agent are essential
in knowing the risk to
humans.

Asaresult, the 791%
Medical Detachment,
out of Los Angeles, is
conducting a
Huantavirus survey at
Bagram Air Base. This
is not the first time the

See MICE, Page 2

Spc. Juliet M. Kirkpatrick, preventive medicine spe-
cialist, measur es a mouse while conducting a study for
Hauntavirus on Bagram Air Base.

HHC CJTF-180 holdsfirst change of command

By Sgt. W. Cullen James
11th Public Affairs
Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — The seven-
month-old Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, Coalition Joint Task Force-180 held
its first change of command Saturday.

In aceremony outside Motel 6, Capt. Michael
P. Pregent relinquished command to Capt. Darrel

J. Freund.

Pregent took command of the company when
it was stood up May 31, said Col. Christopher
P. Pritchett, Bagram Air Base commander.

“It was the greatest challenge and most re-

warding experience of my military career,” said
Pregent of the HHC, CJTF-180 command. “It has

prepared me for my next assignment.”

Pregent leaves Afghanistan to get married
and then take command of a joint-service mili-
tary intelligence company at Goodfellow Air
Force Base, Texas. “| have the joint experience
from this assignment and I’ m taking command
of a unit that I myself went through as a pri-
vate.”

Freund joints the CIJTF-180 team from Fort
Eustis, Va. “When | saw the tasking come up, |
volunteered for it right away,” he said.

Enthusiastic about his new assignment,
Freund said he’s ready to get to work. “There’s
a lot of work to do. The most important is im-
proving the quality of life for the soldiers, civil-

SeeHHC,Page4-
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Finance provides relief In Afghanlstan

Story & photo by Spc. Alfredo Jimenez Jr.
28th Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — InaMo-
tel 6 office, one soldier wanders to the
desk to check his computer as another
follows him, asking every question
possible along the way. The others
shift from side to side in their chairs,
talking to one another, hoping to get
the right answers.

To add to the already noisy commo-
tion, a small crowd gathers, forming a
line that spreads from the door to the
stairs, several feet away.

Sgt. Eugenio Ortiz, noncommis-
sioned officer in charge of Reserve pay,
looks up from his desk with alook that
seems to say, “It’s going to be one of
those days.”

For Detachment E, 126th Finance
Battalion from Fort Bragg, N.C., “these”

days, they provide customer service to
countless servicemembers.

“It's a huge challenge for usto con-
tinue making sure everything gets
started on time,” said Staff Sgt. Marcia
Greer, chief of Military Pay.

M eeting that challenge has not gone
unnoticed.

“We received a certificate of appre-
ciation from the 229" Aviation Regiment
for our services,” Ortiz said.

There’'s a misconception that fi-
nance sections have an easy job, but if
one had the opportunity to witness the
hard work this section wrings out of its
small staff, that misconception would
disappear.

For instance, in any given week, sol-
diersfrom approximately 31 units come
in and out of thetiny office looking for
assistance on awide variety of issues—
from LES and LES distribution to pay

Spc. Latasha Cannon, finance clerk, hands
casual pay to a customer. Soldiers can with-
draw upto $200 a month.

inquiries and entitlement issues.

“Our staff has done a great job,”
Greer said.

Soon after the last customer leaves,
Ortiz breathes a sigh of relief.

Two seconds later, the hallway be-
comes congested with new customers.

Yes, it's truly one of those days.
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survey has been conducted in
theater. Last spring, surveys
were taken in Karshi-
Khanabad, Uzbekistan;
Kandahar and Kabul. There
wereno micefound to havethe
virus in any of the locations
surveyed, but there were some
antibodiesfound in micetested
in Uzbekistan.

Following the standard op-
erating procedure, there are 50
sticky traps uniformly distrib-
uted throughout the base and
the traps are checked every
morning.

“We catch the mice using
gluetrapsin order to trap them
alive,” said Spc. Juliet M.
Kirkpatrick, preventative medi-
cinespecialist. “We placetraps
according to mouse habits and
look for areas they might pre-
fer traveling through.”

Once the mouse is caught,
the veterinary technicians gear

up in proper protective wear
and begin the identification
process.

In order to get accurate
measurements, the mouse is
put under ageneral anesthetic,
then weighed and measured.

A small amount of blood is
taken to conduct the tests.

“ Sometimeswe haveto open
up the chest cavity and take the
blood straight from the heart be-
cause the mouse has died dur-
ing the procedure and is no
longer pumping blood for a
proper retro-orbital bleed,” she
said.

When adequate numbers of
mice have been sampled, the
dried strips of blood are placed
in a bag and shipped to the
Center for Health Promotion
and Preventative Medicine -
Europe.

The survey assesses the
risk of Hauntavirus at Bagram
Air Base. Based on theresults,
Preventative Medicine can

take the precautionary mea-
sures if there is a risk to the
servicemembers, Kirkpatrick
said.

Hauntavirus caused about
3,000 cases of Korean hemor-
rhagic fever among United Na-
tions troops during the Korean
conflict, according to the Cen-
ter for Disease Control. The
agent wasisolated in 1976 and
named Hantaan virus after the
river by the same name which
transfers the disease-endemic
area.

Manifestations of
Hauntavirusvary frommild re-
nal dysfunction to completere-
nal shutdown accompanied by
capillary leak syndrome and
hemorrhagic manifestations.

Preventative Medicine sug-
gests Coalition servicemembers
clean areas where mice are
known to live with five percent
bleached water, keep food away
fromliving areaand avoid touch-
ing them.

Christmasat Kabul
Military Training
Center

+ Caroling on the compound —
today — 1900 at the chapel

«» Christmaseve candlelight ser-
vices — Tuesday — 1800 and
2300 in the Conference Room
< Christmas day party and
White Elephant gift exchange—
Wednesday — 1000 in the
Chapel and Conference Room

Armed Forces
Network Radio
Stations

++ National PressRadio
—105.7FM

«» Power Rock (music &
news) — 107.5FM

+» AFN Europe (news, talk
radio & music) —103.1 FM




HIND SIGHT

1933
Pope Pius XI condemns the Nazi sterilization
program.

1937
London warns Rome to stop anti-British
propaganda in Palestine.

1939
The first Canadian troops arrive in Britain.

1944
General Dwight D. Eisenhower confirms the
death sentence of Private Eddie Slovik, the
only American shot for desertion since the
Civil War.

1947
President Harry S. Truman grants a pardon to
1,523 who had evaded the World War |l draft.

1974
The B-1 bomber makes its first successful
test flight.
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Irag is hiding nuclear, chemica or biologica wegpons programs are “old rehashed re-
ports,” somefrom asfar back as1990, that Iraq hasdready diproved. “ After 24 daysof
inspectionscovering practicaly al thesitesnamed inthosereportsand after thesubmis-
sonof our declaration of December 7, theliesand basd essdl egations have been uncov-
ered,” hesad.“ Thetruepart of thehaf-truthsgppear in detail inour declaration. Weeven
wouldn’t mindif someonefromtheAmericaninteligenceweretoaccompany theinspec-
tion teamsto show them the placesin which they dlegethereis something,” he said.

L ott takesblamefor fallinginto‘trap’

PASCAGOULA, Miss. — Sen. Trent Lott, in hisfirst public remarks since
resigning as Senate Republican leader, said Sunday he had falen into a“trap” set
by hispolitical enemiesand had “ only myself toblame.” L ott becamethefocusof a
controversy for hisremarks praising Strom Thurmond’ s 1948 segregationist runfor
president. Asked whether he was disappointed in alack of support from the Presi-
dent, Lott said, “I don’t think there'sany usein trying to say I’'m disappointed in
anybody or anything. An inappropriate remark brought this down on my head.”

Bagram Air Base MWR movies

TheBagramAir Base Morale, Welfare and Recreation staff present “ John
Q’ tonight at 2000 at the MWR building.
Tomorrow’smoviewill be“ The Patriot,” showing at the sametime.

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER REPORT: & CITF- 180 Commanding Generdl — Lt Gen. Dan
McNeill
Today Tuesday % CJTF- 180 Command Sergeant Mgor — Com-

Bagram: Scattered Showers Partly cloudy & PublicAffairs Sergeant Major — Master Sgt. Kelly
H: 46F H: 55F Tyler
L:28F L:25F FreedomW&tch, an Army newspaper publication, ispro-
duced by the 11th Public Affairs Detachment a Bagram Air
Kandahar: Haze Haze Base Afghanistan.
H: 59F H: 63F % Commander — Mg. William Mott
L: 45F L: 41F % NCOIC— Staff Sgt. Chrigtina Bheatti
< Editor— Sgt. W. Cullen James
Kabul: Rain Rain <> burndisg— Pfc. Debrdee P. Crankshaw,
H: 45F H: 45F Pfc. Christina Carde . .
InaccordancewithAR 360-1, thisArmy newspaperisan
L:23F L:25F authorized publicationfor membersof theU.S. military over-
seas. Contents of Freedom W\atch are not necessarily the offi-
Uzbekistan:  Fog/Snow Partly Cloudy cid view of, or endorsed by, theU.S. government, the Depart-
H: 35F H: 41F ment of Defense or the Department of the Army.
L: 27F L: 26F All submissionsaresubject to editing for sizeand content

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Freedom Watch fals under the supervision of the Codi-
tion Joint Task Force - 180.

mand Sgt. Mg. Steven R. England
< PublicAffairs Officer — Col. Roger King

by the 28th Public Affairs Detachment, located in Mote 6,
CJTF- 180, BagramAir Base.

Visit the CENTCOM Web site to see the latest editions of Freedom Watch at
www.centcom.mil/oper ations/CJT F% 20180/cjtf180.htm
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Onesoldier killed, 2
wounded in recent incidents

Coalition Joint Task Force-180
Public Affairs Office

One soldier waskilled and two U.S soldiers were wounded
in three separate incidents in Afghanistan.

A U.S. soldier died from gunshot wounds suffered while on
patrol in eastern Afghanistan early Saturday morning after his
unit came under fire from enemy forces. The firefight started
when enemy forcesengaged U.S. forcesat approximately 0400.

The Defense Department i dentified the sol dier as Sgt. Steven
Checo, 22, of New York City. He was a member of the 504th
Infantry, based at Fort Bragg, N.C.

Checo wasinitially medevaced to aforward operating base
in eastern Afghanistan and died during surgery.

It wasthefirst us death from hostile fire since May 19.

At approximately 1650 Friday, a specia operations soldier
was injured when arocket impacted inside the codlition forces
compound at Asadabad. Theinjured soldier was medevaced to
BagramAir Base. Theinjurieswerenct lifethreatening and heis
currently in stable condition. Two other rockets fell outside of
the compound, causing no damage or injuries.

Thethird incident occurred at approximately 1450 Friday. A
U.S. specid forcessoldier participating in weaponstraining with
Afghan military forcesin thevicinity of Spin Boldak (about 60
miles southeast of Kandahar) wasinjured when he attempted to
correct a misfire on a rocket propelled grenade launcher. The
soldier wasiinitially medevaced to kandahar air field for treat-
ment and then further transferred to Bagram Air Base where he
underwent surgery at the u.s. army hospital. Heiscurrently in

stable condition.
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MyersvistsBagramtroops

Story & photo by Staff Sgt.
Christina Bhatti
11" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan, —
The highest US miilitary officer
visited Friday to show his sup-
port for the troops serving here.

Gen. Richard Myers, chairman
of the joint chiefs of staff took a
day to visit with servicemembers
to show his gratitude for “a job
well done.”

“You al have made a huge
impact that is known around the
world,” hesaid. “ Peopleareawed
by what you do.”

Myers started his tour at the
Joint Operations Center and then
moved to a media question and
answer session, wherehe assured
the press that America is ready
for any future conflicts and with
thehelp of our dlieswewill win.

Hewasthen ushered to the 82
AirborneDivisioncompoundwhere
he promoted Heather Wesa, Chris-
topher Campbell and Andrew
Aguirreto therank of sergeant.

These arethekind of troops|
look up to. All of the officers
know, that without sergeantsnoth-
ing would get done, he said.

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Saff, Gen. Richard B. Myers
looks on as Air Force Staff Sgt.
Frederick Smith, 682nd Air
Support Operations Squadron,
Shaw Air Force Base, S.C. signs
his reenlistment paperwork.
Myers reenlisted Smith for four
more years.

The last stop of the day was
tovigit hisAir Force brethren. His
first order of businesswasto re-
enlist Staff Sgt. Frederick Smith,
682nd Air Support Operations
Squadron, Shaw Air Force Base,
SC. Myerscompleted hisstay by
meeting asmany servicemembers
as he could and telling them per-
sonally that heappreciatesall they
do.

ians and all members of Task
Force-180."

HHC, CJTF-180 was estab-
lished at Bagram, Afghanistan
May 31.

Prior to that date, base op-
erations at Bagram Air Base
were controlled by the 530"
Supply and Services Battalion
in support of Combined Task
Force Mountain.

As Operation Enduring
Freedom expanded, CTF Moun-
tain wasreplaced by CJTF-180.
The operation of Bagram Air
Base was delegated to Task
Force Dragon, and HHC, CJTF-

180 was established simulta-
neously to facilitate the life
support and administrative
needs of the personnel de-
ployed to Bagram.

Pregent, as the first HHC
commander, established the
procedures and practices nec-
essary to provide the support
to a contingent which eventu-
ally numbered over 1,500 sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, Marines
and soldiers from numerous
coalition nations all assigned
to the CJTF-180 headquarters
and separate units and detach-
ments stationed at Bagram.

e
o
Photo by Sgt. W CQullen Janes

Capt. Darrd J. Freund takes the HHC guidon from Col. Christopher
P. Pritchett, Bagram Air Base commander.




Week 16 NFL scores
Carolina 24, Chicago 14
Atlanta 36, Detriot 15
Green Bay 10, Buffalo 0
Kansas City 24, San Diego 22
Cleveland 14, Baltimore 13
New York Jets 30, New England 17
Minnesota 20, Miami 17
Philadelphia 27, Dallas 3
Washington 26, Houston 10
Tennessee 28, Jacksonville 10
Cincinnati 20, New Orleans 13
New York Giants 44, Indianapolis 27
Seattle 30, St. Louis 10
Oakland 28, Denver
San Francisco 17, Arizona 14
Monday night’s Game
Pittsburgh vs. Tampa Bay
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CoALIMONSPORTSZONE

TheDay in Sports

(Compiled from ESPN.com)

Raidersclinchdivison

OAKLAND, Calif. — Rich Gannon
couldn’'t have been happier Bill Romanowski
wasgoing after the other quarterback thistime.

Another record-setting day by Gannon,
along with an inspiring effort by Romanowski
and the rest of the Raiders defense propelled
Oakland to its third straight division title on
Sunday, 28-16 over the Denver Broncos.

“Wekilled them, we swept themanditain't
over yet. It's just begun,” said Romanowski,
who madeagame-changing hit on Brian Griese
in the ferocious linebacker's second game
againgt hisold team.

Gannon set the NFL single-season record
for completions and passed for 201 yards as
the Raiders surged into the playoffs. When
Gannon saw Griese go down with an injured
knee, he couldn’t help but think about the hit
Romanowski put on him last season.

Last December in Denver, Romanowski clob-

bered Gannon with avicious sack that caused
afumble. It set the tone for the Broncos' vic-
tory, which hel ped prevent Oakland from earn-
ing afirst-round playoff bye.

BrownsdiminateRavens

BALTIMORE —TheCleveland Browns
playoff hopes rested on their ability to move
92 yardsin just over two minutes, without a
timeout.

Some teams might have panicked. For the
Browns, it was just another Sunday.

Tim Couch capped afranticdrivewitha1-
yard touchdown passto Mark Campbell with
29 seconds left, and Phil Dawson’s conver-
sion gave Cleveland animprobable 14-13 vic-
tory over the Baltimore Ravens.

“Thisteam has been in those situations all
year long, and we' ve come out on top quite a

See SPORTS, Page6

2002 National Football League standings

American Football Conference

East

(3) Miami 96 600
(5) N. England 86 571
N.Y. Jets 77 500
Buffado 78 467
North

Pittsburgh 851 607
Cleveland 87 533
Bdtimore 7-8 A67
Cincinnati 2-13 133
South

(2) Tennessee 105 667
(4) Indianapolis 96 600
Jacksonville 69 400
Houston 411 267
West

(2) Oakland 105 667
(6) San Diego 87 533
Denver 87 533
Kansas City 87 533

National Football Conference
Eag

(2) Philadelphia 12-3 .800
N.Y. Giants 96 600
Washington 69 400
Ddllas 510 333
North

(2) GreenBay 12-3 .800
Minnesota 519 333
Chicago 411 267
Detroit 312 200
South

(3) TampaBay 11-3 .786
(5) Atlanta 951 633
(6) N.Orleans 96 .600
Carolina 69 400
West

(4) San Francisco 105 667
St. Louis 69 400
Sezttle 69 400
Arizona 510 333
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Playoff picture re-

mains cloudy

It'sthemost muddled play-
off picturein NFL history.

Entering thefina week, the
playoff possihilitiesinthe AFC
aredmost aswide open asthey
werein Week 1, when 32 teams
darted 0-0.

Even though Oakland and
Tennessee won their way in
Sunday, things stayed just as
confusing. So much o that the
NFL officeworked overtimeinto
the night sorting through the
morearcanetiebresking formu-
las, such as drength of sched-
ule and strength of victories.

“It'sgoing to comedownto
the fina straws and we don’t
needtoget sweaty pdms” New
York Giantscoech dm Fessd sad.

Oakland and Tennessee be-
camethefirsttwoAFCteamsto
dinchplayoff berthsenteringthe
final week of theregular season.
Jecksonvilleand Buffaolostand
werediminated.

But going into Sunday
night'sNew York Jets-New En-
oland Patriotsgame, only four of
the 16 teams in the AFC were
mathematically out of the play-
off race.

A Patriots victory would
diminatethe Jetsand Baltimore,
but till leave 10 teamsdivefor
SiX spots going into the final
weekend of the regular season.

TheNFC stuationwasmore
smplified, dthoughthefind two
wild-card berthswill godownto
thefina week.

Philadelphia (12-3), Green
Bay (12-3), TanpaBay (11-3)ad
San Francisco (10-5) have won
the four divisions with the
Eagles Buccaneersand Packers
— inthat order — inlinefor a
firgt-round bye and home-fidd
advantage.
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fewtimes,” Couchsaid. “Aslong
as you have the chance to score
and get back in the game, you've
got to dwaysbelieve.”

Saintsnow need help after
fallingtoBengals

CINCINNAT| — Every soof-
ten, another New Orleans Saint
muttered a cuss word under his
breath, breaking the silence but
not the melancholy in the locker
room.

They couldn’t fathom how
they had just out-bungled the
NFL’shiggest bunglers, possibly
costing them a playoff spot.

The Saints played more like
the league’'s worst team Sunday,
losing 20-13 to the Cincinnati
Bengals. Nick Luchey scored two
latetouchdownsthat will torment
New Orleans for a week — and

maybe much longer.

“It's a big, strong gut-check
about us now,” said Aaron
Brooks, who misfired on hislast
11 passes during a second-half
meltdown.

L atefield goal liftsChiefs

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A
handful of former backupsand a
kickoff speciadist helped the Kan-
sas City Chiefs pull out a last-
minutewin.

Four key playersinthe Chiefs
24-22 victory over the San Diego
Chargers on Sunday were back-
ups two weeks ago. Two made
their first starts Sunday.

And the final hero hadn’t
kicked a field goal in more than
two years.

Michael Husted, akickoff spe-
cidist whobecameKansasCity's

placekicker this week when
Morten Andersen went out with
anagging kneeinjury, kicked a38-
yadfiddgod with 1:08lefttogive
Kansas City (8-7) thewin.

Sanders says he'sin dis-
cussionswith Raiders

OAKLAND, Cdif.—Deion
Sanders is discussing coming
out of retirement tojoin the Oak-
land Raidersfor the playoffs.

“1 may come back to aplay-
off team,” he said Sunday on
CBS Sports “NFL Today,” where
he's a studio host. “I’ve made
contact, | have spokento my at-
torney, we have spoken to the
Oakland Raiders.”

The Raiders confirmed Sun-
day that the club has contacted
Sanders about possibly coming
out of retirement.

Laugh Support
“He just wants to borrow it for the night, sir.”

kevi n ki | gore@ot nai | . com

By Kevin Kilgore




